Device Heraldry 101

or

How to Get Your Device Passed

(By Anne of Brackley, Fleur Queen of Arms, Kingdom of Galandor, Ducal Collegium 2001)

The basics

· The basic platform of your device is known as a field.  It is usually in the shape of a heater shield.  The field can be divided in a variety of ways.
· Division:
· Per Fess
· Per Bend
· Per Bend Sinister
· Per Pale
· Per Chevron
· Quarterly
· Per Saltire
· Gyronny
· Tierced
· The word tincture refers to the three categories of colors; metals, colors, and furs.  Please note that there is no meaning connected to the various tinctures in the empire.
· Metals: 
· White and silver are known by the name Argent
· Yellow and gold are known by the name Or
· Colors:
· Blue is known as Azure
· Red is known as Gules
· Green is known as Vert
· Black is known as Sable
· Purple is known as Purpure
· Furs: Unlike colors or metals, which are simple colors, furs actually signify pre-arranged patterns of shapes or colors used to signify real furs in a heraldic manner.(IMH)
· Sable on Argent is known as Ermine
· Argent on Sable is known as Ermines
· Argent on Azure in known as Vair
· There are two categories of objects that can be place on a field; ordinaries and charges
· Ordinaries: 
· Cross
· Chief
· Pale
· Bend (this can go in two directions)
· Fess
· Saltire
· Chevron
· Quarter
· Pile
· Inescutcheon
· Orle
· Bordure
· Flaunches
· Charges: There are so many possibilities as to make it impossible to list every possible charge that has been used.  If an object existed in period it is very probable that it was used as a charge.
Designing Your Device
· Tincture Rule: This rule states that you can not put a color object onto another color object or a metal object onto another metal object.  

· This rule is easy to understand if you think of your device as a layer cake.  The base layer is always your field.  The next layer can be either an ordinary or charge or combination of them.  If your field was Azure then your ordinary or charge can only be Argent or Or.  If you choose to have an ordinary, a bend for example, you can then put a charge on the bend.  Since your bend was a metal your charge has to be a color.  This could go on forever as long as you are continuing to alternate between color and metal.

Example of Layers

Layer One:

Field


Azure

Layer Two:

Bend


Or

Layer Three:

Fleur-de-lis

Sable

· Furs:  Furs can go on either color or metal but you can’t put a fur on a fur.  

Helpful Tips and Tricks

· Simpler is always better.  Remember you will probably have to paint, sew, and/or appliqué your device more than once.  A very complicated device will get tiresome very fast.  In order to prevent redesigning your device in a few years start with something you won’t mind doing time after time.  This also relates to the idea of not making your device too busy.  If there are more than eight items on a device it is way to busy and will not be approved.  Also really plan out your device.  Don’t just place random charges on it.  This is known as “Slot-Machine Heraldry” (Courtesy Dame Elsis von Zarelexis) and is not acceptable.

· Your device must be different from anyone else’s by at least two marks of conflict.

· “Essentially, any difference in a color, metal, charge, or division could be called a mark of conflict.”(IMH)

· The following are NOT considered marks of conflict: (IMH)

· The position of an animal charge (rampant, statant, etc.)

· The shade of a color.  Azure, from a heraldic standpoint, is blue, be it royal blue, navy blue, baby blue, etc.

· Any mark that cannot be recognized on the form from 10 feet away.

· Animal Charges: If you are planning on using an animal charge a little more explanation is needed.  On top of figuring out what tincture the animal is, you must also determine what position they are in.  There are numerous ways in which an animal can be depicted but there are four basic ones.

· Rampant

· Statant

· Couchant

· Dormant

· It is possible that you might want something to be the same color that it is naturally.  This is allowed.  The object is said to be “proper” This is how it is possible for there to be brown bears and trees that look natural.

· I have chosen not discuss how to give a Statement of Blazon.  This is because there are a large number of nuances and problems that would take another three pages to describe.  The blazoning of a device is best done by and/or with a Sovereign of Arms.
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