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Missive from the Crown 
 
Greetings Galandor, 
 
We Gaelen and Anne do hereby call for letters of intent for the Throne of Galandor. 
Please submit all letters to us no later than October 25th for candidate review and 
submission to the December Blade as outlined in the Crown War Document. 
  
The Letters of Intent should contain: 
1.         Contender(s) persona name and titles 
2.         Contender(s) past experience in the Kingdom 
3.         A statement explaining why they wish the position and what they wish to 
accomplish 
  
We look forward to seeing your letters and helping to pass on the Crowns to our 
successors. 
  
In Service, 
 
 

Gaelen       Anne 

     And       
   

Rex        Regina 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calendar of Events 

 
October 

 
3rd Ð Arts and Armouring Day (Solaris) 

   Marchioness Dame Mynwyn verch Gruffydd 
 

23rd Ð Solaris Investiture (Solaris) 
   Marchioness Dame Mynwyn verch Gruffydd 
 

27th Ð Solaris Fight Night (Solaris) 
   Lady Dame Lorelei von Bremerhaven 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Events 

 
October 23rd – Solaris Investiture  

 
It is my honour to autocrat Solaris Investiture this year.  Come join us on October 23rd to 
pay tribute to the new leaders of Solaris.  Site is at Lady Squire JoscelineÕs Keep at the 
Clubhouse.  Site opens at 5 pm with court to follow at Their MajestiesÕ leisure and will 
cost $12.   
 
Marchioness Dame Mynwyn verch Gruffydd 
 
Directions from Altiora: 
 
Take the I-10 towards Phoenix. Exit East on US 60. Exit at Baseline and turn right.  Turn 
left onto Hardy, about a mile and a half. Turn an immediate left past the gates into 
Somerset Village Apts. The Clubhouse is directly in front of you. Park in any un-covered 
spot. 
 



October 27th – Solaris Fight Night  
 
In honour of the festivities surrounding All HallowÕs Eve, I will be resurrecting the 
Zombie Tourney (no pun intended).  This will be held at the normal fighter practice spot 
starting at 7:30 pm.  There will be a site fee of $1 to cover the cost of prizes.  Come and 
have fun as the walking dead. 
 
Lady Dame Lorelei von Bremerhaven 
 
 

 
 

Extras 
 

Heraldry Corner  
 
ItÕs time for another device to increase your heraldry knowledge.  This monthÕs device 
belongs to Genevieve Leal Rowntree of the Sable Crane. 
 

 
 
Argent (silver), a crane displayed (wings out) facing sinister (facing towards the left) 
sable (black) in fess (centered), a compass star with four greater and four lesser points 
enclosed within wings or (gold). 
 
Chronicler 
 
 



Solaris Edge  
 
Greetings to my Populace! 
 
My reign has finally come to a close.  I wish to thank my Herald, Lady Dame Lorelei and 
my Captain of the Guard, Sir Marcillius for their unfailing work in their offices.  I also 
wish to thank my guard.  I pray you all continue to guard the seat of Solaris, no matter 
who holds the office. 
 
I know that these last few months have been difficult.  I apparently havenÕt been on my 
best behavior and it has come to my attention that I have offended some in my populace.  
Please accept my apologies.  I only hope that whatever offense I have given, you will 
know it unintentional and you will not let it mar your continued enjoyment of the Game 
and the Dream. 
 
This begins a new reign.  Let us all begin anew, leave the past in the past, look towards 
the future and do our best to support the new Marquis and Marquessa. 
 
Marchioness Mynwyn verch Gruffydd 
 
 
 
Medieval Minute  
 
Miguel de Cervantes, most famous for the man of La Mancha, was a poet, a playwright, a 
novelist and a soldier.  Born in 1547, he left Spain for Italy in 1569 under mysterious 
circumstances.  Shortly thereafter, he joined a Spanish corps of elite naval troops and 
fought in the battle of Lepanto.  Even though already sick with a fever, he insisted on 
fighting and took three bullets.  After spending some time in Algiers as a slave, he 
returned to Madrid. 
 
He was largely unsuccessful in his literary efforts to begin with.  He traveled around 
working as a purchasing agent for the Spanish Armada and was forced to declare 
bankruptcy at one point.  He was also possible jailed twice for irregular accounting.  He 
tried his hand as a playwright with only minor success.  He also tried poetry with no 
success at all.  Finally, he wrote Don Quixote, which, while not making him rich, brought 
him international acclaim and a comfortable living at last.  Don Quixote is considered the 
first modern novel and is acknowledged for its satire as well as the first use of everyday 
speech in literature. 
 
Miguel de Cervantes was born on 9 October 1547. 
 
And thatÕs your Medieval Minute 
 
Chronicler 
 



Articles 
 

A Biography of Richard III  
 
Richard Plantagenet (or Richard III) has been branded a villain as a result of William 
ShakespeareÕs play.  Whether he deserves that reputation or not is the source of endless 
debate among historians.  He was born on October 2, 1452.  He was the eighth child and 
the youngest son of the 3rd Duke of York and Cicely Neville.  There is no question that he 
was tough, ruthless, and ambitious.  He was also extremely loyal to his older brother, 
Edward, and to his own supporters and followers.  He was short and lean with dark hair.  
Contrary to Shakespearian legend, he was not a hunchback but did have a slight 
deformity in one of his shoulders.  His reign over England lasted just over two years. 
 
Richard III was a pivotal figure at the end of 
the War of the Roses in England.  The ÒWarÓ 
was actually a series of civil wars between 
the royal houses of York and Lancaster for 
32 years, from 1455 to 1487.  The house of 
York was represented by a white rose and the 
house of Lancaster by a red one.   The 
number of casualties and the extent of 
disorder caused by this conflict is a source of 
debate.  However, it is acknowledged that the 
conflict had little impact on the general 
population of England with a few minor 
exceptions.  For the most part, the battles 
between these two royal houses were short, 
intense, and lasted less than a day. 
 
There were three distinct phases of the War 
of the Roses.  The first phase occurred 
between 1455 to 1464.  During this phase, 
Edward IV of the house of York took control of England during the reign of Henry VI.  
Henry was a weak King who was easily manipulated and had periodic bouts of insanity.  
He lost most of the English territories in France which had been won by Henry V, his 
father.  The beginnings of these losses had been fueled by a young French woman who 
had rekindled French national pride.  She would later be known as Joan of Arc.  At the 
end of this first phase, Henry VI became a prisoner of Edward IV and the House of York. 
 
The second phase of the War occurred from 1469 to 1471.  During this phase, Edward IV 
became an embattled King who faced rebellion.  With French aid, the house of Lancaster 
led an invasion of England and briefly restored Henry VI to the throne.  Edward IV and 
Richard were forced to flee the country.  They ultimately returned and defeated the forces 
of the Earl of Warwick (at the Battle of Barnet on April 14, 1471) and those of Margaret 
of Anjou, Henry VIÕs wife (at the Battle of Tewkesbury on May 4, 1471).  Edward, the 



17 year old heir of the house of Lancaster, was killed at Tewkesbury.  The last phase of 
this conflict was conducted from 1483 to 1487 and began with Richard IIIÕs accession to 
the throne of England. 
 
Richard III was nine years old when he became Duke of Gloucester following the 
coronation of his older brother.  At age 19, he fought for his brother at the Battle of 
Barnet and Tewkesbury.  By all accounts, he fought bravely and well.  After those 
battles, Henry VI was imprisoned in the Tower of London.  There is evidence that 
Richard killed Henry at the orders of his brother.  Richard was the Constable of England 
and had access, motive and opportunity.  At age 20, Richard married Ann Neville, the 15 
year old daughter of the Earl of Warwick.  They had a single child in early 1476.  Richard 
III gained considerable lands through his marriage.  He continued to consolidate his 
holdings in northern England.  In fact, he essentially controlled northern England just 
prior to his brotherÕs death.  He conducted several campaigns against the Scots on behalf 
of his brother.  His successes made him the subject of envy and hatred among the 
southern English nobles.  These nobles controlled London and held most of the 
governmental posts.  Edward IV ruled England from 1471 to 1483.  He died on April 9, 
1483. 
 
EdwardÕs death made Richard the Lord High Protector of the Realm for his nephew, 
Edward V, the older of the two sons of Edward IV.  Edward V was only 12 years old.  
Richard, EdwardÕs younger brother, was next in line for the throne.  By May 2, 1483, 
Richard had sent the young Princes to his northern strongholds for safekeeping.  They 
were moved into the royal apartments in the Tower of London between May 10, 1483 to 
May 19, 1483.  Richard had moved quickly in order to prevent possible retaliation at the 
orders of Queen Elizabeth Wydville, his brotherÕs widow.   Elizabeth WydvilleÕs 
supporters were hungry for power and lands.  Richard had both and was not favored by 
the nobles of southern England.  ElizabethÕs sons would forever be known as the ill-fated 
ÒPrinces of the TowerÓ.  Their subsequent disappearances and deaths would remain a 
mystery for years. 
 
The Bishop of Bath publically questioned the validity of Edward IVÕs marriage to 
Elizabeth Wydville shortly before young EdwardÕs coronation.  The issue was whether 
the children were the results of a bigamous marriage.  EdwardÕs notorious reputation 
among women made this allegation very easy to believe.  The allegation was likely at the 
prompting of Richard in an effort to continue to retain his lands and holdings.  Richard 
himself had several illegitimate children before his marriage to Ann Neville.  While the 
allegation may have been a complete fabrication, Parliament declared the marriage 
invalid and all of the children illegitimate.  With the removal of the legal claims of his 
nephews, Richard moved quickly to become the King of England.  He then made sure he 
would have no rivals to the throne.  By September of 1483, the two Princes had 
disappeared from public sight.  Rather than strengthen RichardÕs position, their 
disappearances weakened his hold on the throne.  Even among nobles hardened by 
ambition, treachery and civil war, the possible murder of children was unacceptable.  The 
most recent historical research points to Sir James Tyrell as the killer.  Sir James was one 
of RichardÕs bodyguards and later became the Master of the KingÕs Horse.  The evidence 



also indicates that the Princes were smothered 
in the sleep at the orders of their Uncle.  The 
bones of two children were later found beneath 
a staircase in the Tower in 1674.  The skeletal 
remains match the ages and heights of the 
ÒPrinces of the Tower.Ó 
 
The wide spread belief that Richard had 
murdered his nephews fueled an abortive 
rebellion lead by the Duke of Buckingham, 
one of RichardÕs former supporters, and 
Elizabeth Wydville.  The rebellion was 
successfully suppressed.  However, publish 
opinion forced Richard to take no action 
against Elizabeth or her family for their part in 
the rebellion.  Many of the noble families were 
already hostile to Richard because he had 
filled the royal offices with nobles from 
northern England who had demonstrated their 
loyalty and earned RichardÕs trust.  He 
couldnÕt afford to further alienate his nobles by 
retaliation against Elizabeth or her family. 
 
Several events happened which further weakened RichardÕs reign.  His only son passed 
away in April of 1484.  With no legal heir and increasing hostility by the nobles, Richard 
desperately tried to secure his crown. He entered into negotiations with Elizabeth 
Wydville for the hand of Elisabeth of York, his niece.  Many nobles still regarded 
Elizabeth as the rightful Queen and the mother of two murdered Princes.  Under medieval 
law, a marriage between an uncle and a niece was legal provided that a dispensation was 
obtained beforehand.  If these negotiations had been successful, RichardÕs reign would 
likely have been secure.  The fact that Elizabeth was willing to enter into these 
negotiations strongly illustrated her lust for power.  How far the relationship progressed 
between Edward and his niece is another matter of debate among historians.  Elizabeth of 
York was ambitious.  Ann, EdwardÕs wife, was dying.  She finally passed away in March 
of 1485.  However, the negotiations became an ÒopenÓ secret and there was increasing 
doubt as to whether Richard aided in his wifeÕs death.  The marriage between Richard 
and Elizabeth of York would never take place.  With RichardÕs support eroding among 
both the nobles and the general population, Elizabeth soon became a willing conspirator 
against her uncle.  The conspirators now rallied behind Henry Tudor. 
 
Henry Tudor sailed to England with an army on April 1, 1485.  He gathered supporters as 
he made his way through southern England.  Richard marched to Leicester to fight this 
latest threat to his Kingship.  The final battle of the Roses was fought at Bosworth Field 
on August 22, 1485.  During the course of the battle, Lord Stanley and 7,000 of his men 
deserted Richard and went over to Henry Tudor.  Richard had two horses killed 
underneath him but continued to fight.  The battle lasted only two hours.  Richard died 



attempting to fight his way to kill Henry Tudor and to capture his standard.  Even his 
enemies noted that he had died bravely.  Richard IIIÕs body was taken off of the field and 
buried in an unmarked grave at the Collegiate Church of St. Mary in Leicester, England.  
He was thirty-three years old. 
 
The remaining House of Lancaster put Henry VII upon the throne of England.  Henry 
married Elizabeth of York, Edward IVÕs daughter and RichardÕs niece.  Their marriage 
sealed the breach between the royal houses of Lancaster and York.   The age of the 
Tudors began in England.  The grand-daughter of this marriage would be regarded as one 
of the greatest Queens of England.  Her name was Elizabeth I. 
 
Sources:  Mike Ashley, A Brief History of British Kings and Queens (Carroll & Graf, 
2002); Norman Cantor, General Editor, The Encyclopedia of the Middle Ages (Viking, 
1999), Alison Weir, The Wars of the Roses (Ballantine Books, 1995); Alison Weir, The 
Princes in the Tower (Ballantine Books, 1992). 
 
Lord Sir Paul de Marseilles 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hierarchy of Galandor 
 

 

CROWN OF GALANDOR Ð TRM Gaelen O’Flaharty and Anne 
of Brackley 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Principality of Norhtwatch – TH Sir Robert Sanguin and Dame 
Mina Lavigne  

– Great House of Northwatch – Lady Squre Elix DeVries 
 
 
 
 

Marquisette of Altiora  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marquisette of Solaris Ð HE Marchioness Dame Mynwyn verch 
Gruffydd 
 -Semag Hall – Lady Dame Lorelei von Bremerhaven 
 - Peregrine Ð Lady Squire Josceline Marie Tourneau 

 
 

Province of Stahldrache – Graf Sir Adon von Hesser 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Royal Officers of Galandor 
 
Kingdom Herald Ð Baron Sir Gerrit Kendal Ð herald@ecs-galandor.org 
Minister of Arts and Sciences Ð Lady Squire Josceline Marie Tourneau Ð ans@ecs-
galandor.org 
Minister of Combat Ð Sir Adon von Hesser Ð marshal@ecs-galandor.org 
Minister of Rolls Ð HRM Gaelen OÕFlaherty Ð rolls@ecs-galandor.org 
Sovereign of Arms Ð Lady Dame Lorelei von Bremerhaven Ð fleur@ecs-galandor.org 
Royal Exchequer Ð Lady Dame Lark Evintorianalaxisabalandi  Ð exchequer@ecs-
galandor.org 
Royal Hospitler Ð Lord Sir Kheldar Ð hospitler@ecs-galandor.org 
Royal Chronicler Ð Marchioness Dame Mynwyn verch Gruffydd Ð blade@ecs-galandor.org 
Kingdom Web Minister Ð open Ð webminister@ecs-galandor.org 
Kingdom Secretary Ð Baron Sir Gerrit Kendel Ð secretary@ecs-galandor.org 
Kingdom Regalia Ð Marchioness Dame Mynwyn verch Gruffydd 
 
 
 
 

Current Listing of Galandorian Royalty 
 
King and Queen of Galandor – TRM Gaelen O’Flaharty and Anne of Brackley 
  crown@ecs-galandor.org 
 
Principality of Northwatch – TH Sir Robert Sanguin and Dame Mina Lavigne 
  sirsanguinius@ecs-galandor.org 
 
Marquisette of Altiora 
  Altiora@ecs-galandor.org 
 
Marquisette of Solaris – HE Marchioness Mynwyn verch Gruffydd 
  solaris@ecs-galandor.org 

 
Province of Stahldrache – Graf Sir Adon von Hesser 
  siradonvonhesser@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ECS Websites 
 

Imperial Website:  www.ecs-imperial.org 
Kingdom of Galandor: www.ecs-galandor.org 
Kingdom of Vega:  www.ecs-vega.com 

 
 
 
 
 


